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Chinese-American composer Zhou Tian’s recent premieres include “First Sight,”
commissioned and premiered by the Minnesota Orchestra, “A Thousand Years of Good
Prayers” by the Indianapolis Symphony, “Blowing Westward” at Carnegie Hall’'s Zankel Hall,
“Piano Trio” at the Kennedy Center, and “The Grand Canal Symphonic Suite” at the
National Centre for the Performing Arts in Beijing. Fanfare has called his music “absolutely
beautiful...an unusual but utterly satisfying fusion of French flavors with an American view
of a Chinese poem.”

Mr. Zhou’s music has been performed by the Pittsburgh Symphony, the Minnesota Orchestra,
the Houston Symphony, the Indianapolis Symphony, Hong Kong Philharmonic, American
Composers Orchestra, Symphony in C, the Arditti, Biava and Great Wall string quartets, the
Third Angle Ensembile, flutist Jeffrey Khaner, pianist Yuja Wang and the Tanglewood Festival
Chorus. He has served as Composer-in-Residence with the Green Bay Symphony and
Chicago's Music In the Loft Concert Series.

Zhou has won first prize in the Washington International Competition for Composers, first
prize in ASCAP and Lotte Lehmann Foundation Art Song Competition, three ASCAP/Morton
Gould Young Composer Awards and a Composition Fellowship from the Tanglewood Music
Center. Recently Grammy Award-winning Cedille Records released his composition in “The
Billy Collins Suite,” a recording devoted to musical settings of poems by the popular U.S.
Poet Laureate Billy Collins. The recording was named “CD of the Week” by Chicago Tribune.

Zhou’s large-scale symphonic suite for soloists, orchestra and chorus, “The Grand Canal,”
was performed during a nationally televised celebration of the 60th anniversary of the
founding of the People’s Republic of China. The work was also selected as theme music for
the Zhejiang Pavilion at the 2010 Shanghai World Expo. His original score for “Eternal
Beloved” (Ai You Lai Sheng), a romantic art film and a box-office hit in China, received critical
acclaim.

Born in 1981 in the city of Hangzhou, China, Zhou holds music degrees from the Curtis
Institute of Music (B.M.), the Juilliard School (M.M.) and the University of Southern California
(D.M.A.) His private teachers have included Jennifer Higdon, Richard Danielpour, Christopher
Rouse, Stephen Hartke, and Donald Crockett (composition); Meng-Chieh Liu and Antoinette
Perry (piano).

Zhou joined the music faculty at Colgate University in 2011. Highlights of his upcoming
commissions and performances include the Cincinnati Symphony, the Reno Philharmonic
and Curtis On Tour. Visit www.ZhouTian.org for more.
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SHORT BIOGRAPHY

Chinese-American composer Zhou Tian’s music has been
performed by the Pittsburgh Symphony, the Minnesota Orchestra,
the Houston Symphony, the Indianapolis Symphony, Hong Kong
Philharmonic, Symphony in C, American Composers Orchestra, the
Biava Quartet, the Arditti Quartet, pianist Yuja Wang and the
Tanglewood Festival Chorus. He has served as Composer-in-
Residence with the Green Bay Symphony. Fanfare has called his
music “absolutely beautiful...an unusual but utterly satisfying fusion
of French flavors with an American view of a Chinese poem.”

Mr. Zhou earned music degrees from both Curtis and Juilliard, is a
first-prize winner of both the Washington Intl. Composers
Competition and ASCAP/Lotte Lehmann Foundation Art Song

Competition. His “Symphonic Suite: The Grand Canal” was performed during a nationally
televised celebration of the 60th anniversary of the founding of the People’s Republic of
China. The work was also selected as theme music for the Zhejiang Pavilion at the 2010
Shanghai World Expo. Mr. Zhou joined the music faculty at Colgate University in 2011.
Highlights of his upcoming commissions and performances include the Cincinnati Symphony,
the Reno Philharmonic and Curtis On Tour. Visit www.ZhouTian.org for more.




